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DATE: Monday, October 12, 2009 @ 6:30 P.M. 
  LOCATION: Antone’s, 8578 Market Street, Boardman, Ohio 
  SPEAKER: Jerry Holsworth 

               TOPIC: “Texans in Virginia – Hood’s Texas Brigade.” 
 

Chaplain Nicholas A. Davis of the Fourth Texas Infantry 
describes General John Bell Hood’s emotional reaction when he 
learned that 60% of his brigade did not report for roll call the 
morning after their successful but costly assault on Union infantry 
and artillery positions at Gaines’s Mill: “Tears rolled down the 
General’s cheeks as he rode away.”   
 

     Tonight, Jerry Holsworth will talk about John Bell Hood and 
the men of the brigade that bears his name and that of the Lone 
Star State.  Jerry will include short biographies of Confederate 

Texans such as “Howdy” Martin and the Gaston brothers, as well as Bell Hood and several officers 
that Jerry says the Texans “forcefully” rejected.    
 

     A native of Texas, Jerry taught for twelve years in the Dallas public school system while working 
towards his master’s degree, then moved in 1986 to Winchester, Virginia, to begin a career as a Civil 
War historian.  He has had articles published in “Blue and Gray Magazine,” “Civil War Times 
Illustrated,” and the “Civil War News.”  For two years in the ‘90s he worked as a park ranger at 
Antietam and was featured in the July 30, 1995 issue of The Washington Post Sunday Magazine (you 
can find it online).  He is also a regular contributor at the Chambersburg Civil War seminars, which is 
where our man on the street, Ray Vanderpool, initially contacted him.  
 

     Jerry Holsworth works as an archivist at the Handley Regional Library in Winchester, which holds 
many Civil War collections, and is writing a book on his favorite topic – the Texas Brigade.  
=========================================================================  

Heart-felt sympathy goes out to long-time MVCWRT member Britton Day.  Jane E. Day, Britton’s 
wife of fifty-two years, passed away on August 28.  She was born the day after Christmas in 1936. 
========================================================================= 

Fall 2009 trip to Gettysburg – Final details have been hammered out for our 

trip to “Gettisburg.”  You’ll find an insert included with this newsletter giving a complete 
itinerary.  Dinner Saturday evening will be at General Pickett’s Buffet across from the 
hotel.  $12 includes everything!  Call Dan at 330.###-#### for more info. 
 
* See page three for a list of people looking for a ride and willing to share expenses.       

Join us on November 7 at 2 

P.M. for a free walking tour of 

Warren’s Oakwood Cemetery 

with historian Wendell Lauth.  

Wendell will relate stories of 

several Civil War veterans 

including Emerson Opdyke of 

the 125
th
 OVI.  Turn to page 

three for more information.    



 2 

~ The Ladies De~ The Ladies De~ The Ladies De~ The Ladies Deppppartment~artment~artment~artment~ 
 

By Charen Fink 

Facts and Figures: 
• 365,000 Ohioans served with the Union during the war; 25,000 never returned home. 

• Ohio-produced generals: U.S. Grant, William T. Sherman, Phillip H. Sheridan, George B. McClellan, 
Irvin McDowell and George A. Custer. 

• Those Ohioans who became president: Rutherford B. Hayes, James A. Garfield and William McKinley. 

• Edwin M. Stanton was secretary of war and Salmon P. Chase was secretary of the treasury. 

• On July 25, 1862, railroads introduced the mail car, allowing mail to be sorted as a train travels. 

• Prior to 1860, young women of marriageable age status in Biloxi, Mississippi, referred to themselves as 
“Proper Bostonians.”  The Civil War changed that. 

 

Medically Speaking:  What Did They Mean By That? 
The following information comes from an article written by Dr. Alfred Jay Bollet, M.D.  It was published in 

“Surgeon’s Call, the journal for the National Museum of Civil War Medicine.”  They are hosting their 

Seventeenth Annual Conference on Civil War Medicine October 2-4, 2009 in Towson, MD.  Their web page is: 

www. civilwarmed.org.  

• Antiseptic & sepsis—they did not know the concept of the nature of infection but thought that iodine 
prevented tissue destruction which meant infection.  The Latin term for postmortem putrefaction is sepsis.  
Antiseptics delayed or postponed tissue destruction.  Doctors observed that topical iodine, or tissue 
infiltration with bromine or nitric acid, could minimize progression of hospital gangrene.  At the time of the 
Civil War, “blood poisoning” or “septicemia” meant spreading of infection or putrid material in the blood. 

• Fevers—fever is a symptom, not a disease.  It was used as a descriptive term, such as, “intermittent fever” 
(malaria) and “remittent” and “continuous fever.”  Fevers during epidemics usually meant typhoid fever. 

• Cholera—today’s term denotes a severe disease causing a high mortality rate, often over 50% during 
epidemics.  It is characterized by a severe, watery diarrhea.  During the Civil War it meant very severe 
diarrhea of any cause with a low mortality.  At that time it was also referred to as “Asiatic cholera”, however, 
during the Civil War there were no outbreaks of Asiatic cholera until 1866 and previously it occurred during 
1832 and 1849. 

• Consumption—refers to a wasting disease and during the War meant advanced, progressive pulmonary 
tuberculosis, also known as the coughing disease.  Physicians thought the spread of the disease was caused 
by poisonous vapors, miasmas, emanating from the affected person.  Some felt miasmas originated from 
decaying vegetative matter or putrefying, deceased animals.  However, some miasmas also emanated from 
the bodies of sick people. 

• Virus—derived from the Greek word meaning poison.  Poisonous agents were thought to come from the air 
and sometimes referred to as a virus. 

 

Mary Lincoln: Much has been said of her 

shortcomings and little about the positive side of 
this controversial woman.   
     Mary Lincoln was intelligent, highly educated 
with ten years of formal schooling, fluent in French, 
came from a well-connected family, interested in 
politics and saw the potential in Abraham Lincoln.  
Mary made frequent visits to hospitals to bring 
supplies and help care for the wounded soldiers.  At 
the end of their first season living at the soldiers’ 
home she penned a letter to her husband requesting 
$200 to be donated to Elizabeth Keckley’s 

Contraband Relief Association, the largest donation 
that year.  
     Mary did not mourn publicly the loss of her 
Confederate siblings when they died fighting.   The 
dearest things to her were her husband and country.  
Her autopsy revealed a brain tumor which may have 
played a large part in her character.  Although she 
endured the loss of three children and her husband, 
charges of being a spy and traitor, she did so with 
the whole world critiquing her every move.  
Perhaps it’s time to recognize her strengths and 
admirable qualities. 
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Proper Etiquette: 
• Loud laughter is impolite and considered by many as an indication of an empty mind. 

• In mixed company, avoid, if possible, all contentions and disputes, especially on exciting topics. 

• Do not speak disrespectfully of someone who is absent, it is impolite, ungenerous and unjust. 

• Avoid exhibitions of anger or petulance for under their influence evils are often committed. 

• Do not interrupt others who are speaking. 

• Do not ridicule others in company; it is vulgar and indicates a narrow, uncultivated mind. 

• Do not ridicule the appearance or dress of others. 

• Politeness is a desire to make those around you happy; strive to be cheerful and good-humored.  
 

Nurses holding a military commission: 
• The South had Sally Tompkins, the only woman to hold a military commission in the Confederate army.  A 

Virginian, she moved with her wealthy family to Richmond.  When the casualties of the First Battle of Bull 
Run began arriving, Sally established a hospital in the donated home of Judge John Robertson.  Other well-
bred ladies brought their personal and monetary aid to the hospital.  She was known as “the little lady with 
the milk-white hands”.  In 1861 President Jefferson Davis commissioned Tompkins as a captain so she could 
continue administering to the sick and wounded.  Between 1861 and 1865, Robertson Hospital received 
1,333 admissions with only 73 deaths—a remarkable record for the time. 

 

• The North had Mrs. Belle Reynolds, a nurse, who was given the rank of Major, United States Volunteers 
(USV).  She was born in Massachusetts, moved to Iowa, married William Reynolds and moved to Illinois.  
When her husband enlisted, she, at age 19, followed him on the marches.  At night she sewed for the boys or 
nursed the sick and wounded.  She was at the Battle of Fredericktown, Missouri, Battle of Shiloh and 
Pittsburg Landing.  Governor Yates of Illinois conferred upon her the rank of Major for her meritorious 
conduct in camp and on the field.  She outranked her Lieutenant husband and resigned after three years when 
her husband’s term was complete.  After the war she continued her career with the American Red Cross and 

moved to California.  Mrs. Major Reynolds was the first commissioned woman in the Union Army. 

 

Walking Tour of Warren’s Oakwood Cemetery with Wendell Lauth – On November 7 at 2 

P.M. the MVCWRT is sponsoring a free walking tour of Oakwood Cemetery, 860 Niles Rd SE, in Warren.  
Wendell will talk about various Civil War veterans buried there, including Generals Emerson Opdyke and 
Robert Ratliffe, and will point out the graves of other prominent individuals who figured in Warren’s history, 
including William Henry Dana, a 100 days man with the 171st OVI and founder of Youngstown State 
University’s Dana School of Music; relatives of War Governor David Tod; several doctors who travelled to 
Tennessee to treat wounded soldiers after the Battle of Shiloh; and two fugitive slaves who chose to make 
Warren their home.  The tour will last about two hours and will require only light walking.  For more 
information call Gordy Morgan at 330.726.7603. 
 

On Sunday, October 18 at 5 P.M. Wendell will be conducting an after-dusk tour of the Niles City Cemetery 
located on Rte. 46.  For more information on this tour call Wendell Lauth at 330.889.2555. 
           

* As I mentioned on page one we have people who are looking for a ride to Gettysburg for our fall 
tours: Joann and Bill Cook (330.482.2002) and Linda Duchnak and her husband (330.480.3612).  
Both will be happy to share all expenses.  
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Death of Capt. Wm. H. Ross – Many of our readers will be pained to learn of the death of Capt. 
WILLIAM H. ROSS, of the 26th Regiment, in the late battle near Chattanooga.  No particulars are 
known of his death further than he was instantly killed on the field of battle, while doing his duty as a 
brave soldier.  Capt. Ross had been a citizen of Youngstown for many years, and was highly esteemed 
for his innate worth and many social natures.  His sudden death has plunged an already stricken family 
into the deepest affliction, and thrown a shade of sadness over our entire community.  It should temper 
our grief, however, to know that he died a hero – died that his country might live.  While we loved his 
presence living, let us revere his memory dead. 
 
Mahoning Register, Thursday, October 1, 1863. Volume 9, Number 34.  Page 3, Column 1. 

 

 

This is the latest book about Gen. George Thomas, who is receiving, deserved attention in 
articles appearing for instance in the Smithsonian Magazine.  This author is very critical of 
Gen. Sherman, Gen. Schofield  and Gen. Grant, stating that these Generals deliberately and 
unjustifiably criticized Gen. Thomas, delaying promotions and after the war a letter published 
in the NY Tribune, possibly written by Schofield, wrongly attributed the success of the 
Nashville campaign to Schofield.  Gen. Thomas was answering this letter when he suffered a 
fatal stroke; his wife stated his death in 1870 was caused by that letter. The reader will have to 
make a judgment concerning this criticism.   
     Curiously there is more and more written about the time after the war, when everyone was 
writing to justify their actions during the war and the discriminating reader must read all of 
this to see a clear picture of history.  Born in Virginia George Thomas was educated at West 
Point.  Upon the outbreak of the war he injured his back in a fall, which caused him 
discomfort and pain for the rest of his life.  Leaving instructions for his personal letters to be 
destroyed at his death, the author only had military dispatches and a few letters to his wife to 
draw conclusions.  The Nashville Campaign is presented to elevate Thomas, who knew more 
about the weather and the situation on the ground than Gen. Grant did, and Thomas was 
eventually vindicated for his actions.  Thomas always gave credit to and cared about his 
troops.  They remembered him fondly and the author states in the end that the suppression of 
George Thomas’ fame by Sherman and Grant is a national tragedy.  Those are fighting words!  
And thus the fight continues! 

 

 

Battlefield Donation Drive – As Dan Welch announced at the September 

meeting, money collected in our donation drive will go the battlefield at 

Monocacy.   

Book Review  

Master of War, the Life of General George H. Thomas  
by Benson Babrick, Simon & Schuster, NYNY, 2009 

reviewed by Carole Babyak 

 

October Book Club – October 26 @ 7PM in Barnes and Noble in the Shops at Boardman Park. 

The Second Day at Gettysburg – Edited by Gary Gallagher, ISBN: 0873384822. 
 


